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General Information:

Regardless of your situation, many people share things in common with your life circumstances. Browse  this A to Z listing of over 500 e-communities of people facing similar life challenges, medical conditions, and mental health issues whose goal is information sharing and support. http://www.dailystrength.org/support-groups

People with partial or complete loss of vision and hearing may be eligible for free equipment to help with communications. www.icanconnect.org

National Blindness and Vision Impairment Resources can be located here. http://glclk.about.com/?zi=17/Ijkm

National Resources for care givers and those with deafness or hearing impairment can be found here. http://glclk.about.com/?zi=17/Ijkl

The National Institute of Health has a page sharing information on various kinds of hearing loss, but also containing many additional useful deafness resources. http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/hearing/Pages/Default.aspx

If you want any resources touching blindness/visual impairment ranging from arts, to literacy, to medical, or recreation, visit the most comprehensive website on the topic that we have found anywhere. http://in-sightful.com/Resources.htm

This video in ASL is from SSA: ”Social Security, SSI and Medicare: What You Absolutely Need to Know.” www.socialsecurity.gov/multimedia/video/asl 

Follow this link to download a PDF about Social Security Benefits for people who are blind/have low vision. http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10052.pdf

The link below leads to many of Social Security's publications in audio format. If the publication is not available in audio, a request can be made for large print, cd, or Braille. http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/alt-pubs.html

Advocacy Groups:

Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA)
HLAA is a state chapter of a national non-profit deafness advocacy organization primarily targeting those with partial or progressive hearing loss and the technology, socialization and coping strategies needed. They provide an extensive set of resources touching all spheres of living with hearing loss. Local chapters can be found here. http://www.hearingloss.org/support_resources/find-local-hlaa-chapter#ohio

Ohio Association of the Deaf (OAD) 
OAD is a state chapter of a national non-profit deafness advocacy organization whose Mission is improving educational opportunities, and preserving, promoting and enhancing the interests and privileges of Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Deaf-Blind citizens as a minority group and the pursuit of their economic security. OAD has a particular focus on American Sign Language. www.oad-deaf.org/index.html

Did you miss the 2014 National Association of the Deaf (NAD) conference, or maybe you just want to learn more about NAD? It's hard to summarize the entire conference into 25 fantastic experiences but enjoy! http://www.nad.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=19608&qid=2765710 

The American Council of the Blind of Ohio (ACB)
ACB is a state chapter of a national non-profit blindness advocacy organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for persons who are blind or visually impaired. ACB directs efforts toward education, information, quality of life and other activities designed to enhance the life styles of people who are blind or visually impaired. http://www.acbohio.org/

The ACB Braille Forum is ACB’s monthly national magazine, available on the ACB website in braille, audio cassette, large print, and by email. It contains information of interest to ACB members and the blindness community. http://www.acb.org/bf

National Association of Parents of Children with Visual Impairments (NAPVI)
 NAPVI is a national membership organization with a Cleveland office that enables parents to find information and resources for children who are blind or visually impaired, including those with additional disabilities. http://www.afb.org/directory/profile/national-association-of-parents-of-children-with-visual-impairments-national-headquarters/12

National Federation of the Blind (NFB) of Ohio
NFB of Ohio is the state chapter of a national non-profit blindness advocacy organization working towards integrating blind people into society as equals and productive members. People can outgrow their many misconceptions about blindness and change the laws affecting the blind/visually impaired community.  www.nfbohio.org/ 

If you missed the 2014 nationwide convention of the National Federation of the Blind, you may wish to read and listen to some of the highlights at this website on topics from technology, to fair wages, to a change of presidency. Over 2,200 people attended from the U.S. and at least nine other nations. https://nfb.org/national-convention-highlights

NFB’s Monthly national publication is The Braille Monitor and is available online, in braille, on cassette tape or via e-mail. It covers the events and activities of the NFB and addresses many blindness issues and concerns. https://nfb.org/braille-monitor


American Association of the Deaf-Blind
The American Association of the Deaf-Blind is a national consumer organization of, by, and for deaf-blind Americans and their supporters. Resources they provide include an information clearinghouse, listservs, national conferences, publications and advocacy projects. http://www.aadb.org/

Media and Communications Access:

Investigate the FCC's Accessibility Clearinghouse, a web repository of information about accessible communications products and services including: accessibility features of mobile phones, accessibility contacts at telecommunications and advanced communications services companies, free assistive apps for various computing platforms, and organizations implementing the National Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program (NDBEDP). www.fcc.gov/accessibilityclearinghouse 

CART (Communication Access Real Time Translation) is word-for-word transcription equivalent to speaking 225 words per minute. It allows those with hearing loss to read the exact words that others hear. Most people with hearing loss including students are not aware of this accommodation. To learn more about this system, please visit: captioningmatters.org https://captioningmatters.wordpress.com/ or ncraonline.org http://www.ncra.org/
 
Starting in 2016, the FCC requires online video clips to be captioned. http://www.nad.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=19773&qid=2969159
Netflix is already required to have 100% of video content captioned. http://www.nad.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=19776&qid=2969159 

This updated page includes new places to get audio description on demand on the web at:
http://netflixproject.wordpress.com/audio-description-on-demand/
Learn more about legal, practical and programmatic issues surrounding audio/video description here: http://acb.org/adp/tv.html

The Cleveland Public Library’s Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled is part of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped of the Library of Congress. This is Ohio’s source for Braille, audio, downloadable and other literature for those with documented reading or physical impairments. Telephone number: 800.362.1262
http://www.cpl.org/TheLibrary/OhioLibraryfortheBlindandPhysicallyDisabled.aspx

American Printing House for the Blind offers a selected list of product manuals available for free download (www.aph.org/manuals/). You may print or emboss these as needed. 
See this report recommending best practices for making prescription drug container labels accessible to people who are blind or visually-impaired or who are elderly. It includes best practices on a variety of possible accessible formats www.acb.org/node/1427. 

Sprint Relay helps address the communication challenges facing people with speech and/or hearing disabilities when they dial 711, using many innovative products and services. Services include staff trained to understand ASL and nonstandard speech, plus Spanish and French as well as English. Learn more at: http://www.ohiorelay.com/about.html

See this database registry listing 911 Call Centers, also known as Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs), now ready to receive text-to-911 messages. This Text-to-911 Registry is also available to provide notice to wireless telecommunications service providers and text messaging service providers of when the PSAP is ready to receive text-to-911 messages. Each PSAP is identifiable by ID #, name, county, primary point of contact and other information. See at:  http://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/psap-text-911-readiness-and-certification 
See Also: Text-to-911 Informational Video at: http://www.fcc.gov/text-to-911
	
Sometimes people with hearing disabilities need to ask for an accommodation for effective communication in health care. Using this free link, you can create such a card to use in these times, or in an emergency, to show people and explain the accommodation you prefer for effective communication. http://healthbridges.info/?p=759&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+wpa_health_information+%28Western+Pennsylvania+Health+Information%29

See this presentation on Phones for Low-Vision and Blind Seniors. Slides provide an overview of the options currently available in the ever-popular category of simple talking phones, plus some additional blog posts, and a report on an exciting new piece of tech in development from CSUN and a collection of useful tips and accessible apps. http://nfb.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3423&qid=456577  

Hearing Aid Assistance:

The Washington Post offers a little-known way to save money on hearing aids. See thoughts on obtaining used hearing aids and financial resources to assist. http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/a-little-known-way-to-save-money-on-hearing-aids-can-be-a-big-help/2014/04/14/c1347708-a2e9-11e3-8466-d34c451760b9_story.html 

The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) announces The Ohio Hearing Aid Assistance Program (OHAAP) that provides assistance to families with children under twenty-one years of age with permanent hearing impairments to purchase hearing aids. Families with incomes at or below 400 percent of the federal poverty guidelines are eligible for the program. Families should contact participating OHAAP providers for information about the program. http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/cmh/hearaidasst/OHAAP%20Providers.aspx 
 
Financial assistance is now available through OHAAP for hearing aids and out of pocket expenses.
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/cmh/hearaidasst/Hearing%20Aid%20Assistance%20Program.aspx  

Learning Resources:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK186][bookmark: OLE_LINK185]
Interested in learning American Sign Language but don’t have the opportunity to go to classes? Visit the ASL University designed for starting to get the hang of talk. http://asluniversity.com/

This website provides a detailed, step by step tutorial for users of the Voiceover assistive technology found in iPhones and iPads. This site makes no assumptions that the reader has any previous knowledge of iPhones or iPads. No previous experience using Voiceover is necessary to begin using these lessons. All lessons have been developed using text only. http://www.voiceover-easy.net/

National Technical Institute for the Deaf is the world's largest technical college for deaf students. The website contains many educational opportunities, but also many deafness coping skills such as for job hunting or in one’s personal life. http://www.ntid.rit.edu/

The Learning Ally website enables its members to receive access to the nation's largest human-voiced audiobook library of textbooks and literature titles. It is particularly focused on students seeking text books. http://www.learningally.org/

If you’ve been thinking about increasing your reading, and you have a visual, reading or motor  disability making reading difficult, it’s worth your time to call Ohio’s Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped to see if you’re eligible for services at 800.362.1262. Or, check the National Library Service website to learn about Braille, print, audio and other materials, eligibility and services at: http://www.loc.gov/nls/

CANnect is a consortium of agencies and schools whose mission is to create leading edge, user-friendly and accessible online educational opportunities, learning resources and life skills training for persons who are blind and/or visually impaired, for professionals who serve them and for their families. www.cannect.org

[bookmark: OLE_LINK178][bookmark: OLE_LINK177]Hadley School offers people fourteen and up from around the world who are legally blind free Courses on DTB, online, in large print, or in Braille. For more information: http://www.hadley.edu
Find out about the new Low Vision Focus @Hadley program for older adults
http://lowvisionfocus.org/lvf.asp
Hadley School for the Blind launches All NEW YouTube Channel.
https://www.youtube.com/user/HadleySchool
Catch up with Seminars@Hadley School for the Blind. There are over 200 seminars ranging from gardening, to self-help, to technology in the archive:
http://www.hadley.edu/pastseminars.asp

This 6-minute video shows and tells some of the 150-year history of the American Printing House for the Blind, Louisville, KY. See "No Other Place Like It."

What Is a Low Vision Examination? http://www.afb.org/section.aspx?SectionID=63&TopicID=290&DocumentID=3210&rewrite=0
Learn more on low-Vision and Legal Blindness Terms and Descriptions at: http://www.afb.org/info/blindness-statistics/key-definitions-of-statistical-terms/25

On AFB.org, you can find an overview of specialized services as well as specific documents on education services, employment services, and services for adults with age-related vision loss. These documents are also available as accessible PDFs that can easily be printed and shared. 
An Overview of Specialized Services:
http://www.afb.org/section.aspx?FolderID=3&SectionID=3&TopicID=553
Education Services:
http://www.afb.org/section.aspx?FolderID=3&SectionID=3&TopicID=553&DocumentID=6490
Employment Services:
http://www.afb.org/section.aspx?FolderID=3&SectionID=3&TopicID=553&DocumentID=6499
[bookmark: OLE_LINK95][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]Services for Adults with Age-Related Vision Loss:
http://www.afb.org/section.aspx?FolderID=3&SectionID=3&TopicID=553&DocumentID=6500

If you missed this seminar on fraud and specific steps the blindness community can take to self-protect, review and share this helpful webinar archive. http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/feature-0015-identity-theft-resources

Miscellaneous Resources:

International Low-Vision Support Group (ILVSG) TeleSupport allows monthly group support sessions by phone. It is designed for low vision seniors anywhere in the world who have no access to the Internet or cannot attend a live support group. A session typically includes a brief update on recent research and developments, plus listening to and discussing the current month’s recorded ILVSG presentation. See the Schedule of Presentations. Each session will include the moderator. http://www.mdsupport.org/support/telesupport/

BrightFocus Chats is a free monthly telephone discussion on macular degeneration and low vision. Registrants will receive a phone call on the day and time of the phone discussion. They can also call a toll-free number if they choose not to register. Registration and information page: www.brightfocus.org/telephone-presentation-registration.html 
Listen to archived versions online (or read the transcripts): http://www.brightfocus.org/macular/resources/audio.html#chats 
Listen to archived versions via the telephone (Note: not a toll-free number) http://www.brightfocus.org/brightfocus-chats-telephone-archive.html 
	
This 7-minute YouTube presents best practice in hospitals serving the signing Deaf community from personal points of view. http://healthbridges.info/?p=427

Prevent Blindness America has launched a new online resource: Living Well with Low Vision. The information on the site conveys the message that seniors experiencing vision loss are not alone, that others have come through with their independence and quality of life intact, and that adapting to vision loss is not an impossible task.

Bureau of Engraving and Printing is providing free Currency Readers to individuals who are Blind and Visually Impaired. Here is a link to read details concerning the currency reader.
http://www.bep.gov/uscurrencyreaderpgm.html

Living Well with Low Vision provides a new report – “2013-2014 Summary of Research and Developments.” Learn about cutting-edge pharmaceutical treatments, anti-VEGF and combination therapies for neovascularization, stem cell therapy, gene therapy, new technology, diet, nutrition, daily living, and self-management transpiring over the past year.
http://lowvision.preventblindness.org/research-and-developments/summary2014
	
The National Eye Institute provides booklets, videos and other resources for people with low vision, including rehabilitation resources. www.nei.nih.gov/lowvision

Living Well with Low Vision has produced a new resource: “Caring for the Visually Impaired: A handbook of resources for the informal caregiver.” It is intended to assist friends, family and others through connections with people with blindness or low vision. It is available online or to order in hard copy at: http://pba.convio.net/site/R?i=7zMbb4E6tZcPMpy5wsLmZw 

International Academy of Low Vision Specialists launches New Website for caregivers and people with vision impairment from macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma and other eye conditions. http://www.ialvs.com

Prevent Blindness has created two Ohio fact sheets to answer common questions about health insurance, the Affordable Care Act and eye care. Both Fact Sheets include a chart detailing vision benefits by age group and income level. The Children’s eye health fact sheet can be found at: http://ohio.preventblindness.org/sites/default/files/ohio/documents/The%20Affordable%20Care%20Act%20and%20Your%20Child%27s%20Eyes%282.19.14%29.pdf                      
Insuring your Eye Health in Ohio can be found at: http://ohio.preventblindness.org/sites/default/files/ohio/documents/InsuringYourEyeHealth_2.19.14%28OH%29.pdf

American Council of the Blind now details White Cane Laws for all 50 states including regulations, penalties and direct links. http://www.acb.org/whitecane

For federal and state-by-state breakdown of laws affecting service animals, see:
http://www.seeingeye.org/AboutUS/default.aspx?M_ID=382&CM_ID=275

For tips on how to take a service animal through airport security, from About.com's Senior Travel guide, see: http://glclk.about.com/?zi=17/JLOC  

Resources for vision loss, vision-impairment, blindness, low vision aids and low vision rehabilitation services can be found at: http://www.lowvision.org/

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1070][bookmark: OLE_LINK1071]This Perkins School for the Blind “Scout” will guide you through a range of topics, including general information on blindness, help for families with relatives who are visually impaired, and resources for educators and other professionals. http://www.perkinselearning.org/scout



[bookmark: _GoBack]This document has been developed as an information and referral resource tool. While OOD does not warranty or endorse any particular resource listed, we hope individuals who utilize the directory are able to connect with the information and resources they are seeking. To report out of date information or a broken link, please email Elizabeth.Sammons@ood.ohio.gov.
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