
 
 

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine’s Proposed Budget 2024-2025 
OOD Fact Sheet 
Governor DeWine’s biennial Executive Budget for Fiscal Years 2024 and 2025 reinforces his commitment to making 
Ohio a Disability Inclusion State and Model Employer of Individuals with Disabilities. This historic investment will 
support Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) to positively impact the lives of Ohioans with disabilities 
like never before. 
 
With approximately $27.2 million in General Revenue Funds* in the first year and $32.4 million in the second, OOD 
will maximize federal resources allocated to Ohio by providing the full state match that is needed to access these 
grant funds by the second year of the biennium and serve more than 41,000 Ohioans with disabilities annually. 
OOD is prioritizing these key areas: 
 
Boosts Credential Attainment   
Through existing partnerships with Ohio Technical Centers, community colleges, career centers, and other training 
programs, OOD will seek to support Ohioans with disabilities to earn short-term credentials needed for in-demand, 
well-paying jobs.  
 
Expands Ohio College2Careers 
Ohio College2Careers assists college students with disabilities in career exploration, assistive technology, resume 
and interview preparation, internships, and job placement. OOD will expand services and resources to college 
students with disabilities statewide, serving an additional 1,600 students annually. OOD will also modernize policies 
to increase support for tuition and other education expenses for students with disabilities and refine current career 
services to meet the needs of college graduates with disabilities.  
 
Increases Services to High School Students with Disabilities  
The Ohio Transition Support Partnership (OTSP) ensures that students with disabilities have access to OOD’s 
Vocational Rehabilitation services. OTSP will expand to serve an additional 2,250 students with disabilities annually, 
empowering more students with disabilities, including those enrolled in Career-Technical Education, as OOD 
supports their successful transition from secondary education to post-secondary education and employment.  
 



Supports Ohioans with Disabilities to Earn Higher Wages 
With the Governor’s support and a new five-year federal grant, OOD’s Works4Me program will help 1,450 
individuals with disabilities to move out of subminimum wage employment and into competitive integrated jobs. 
The innovative program will bring together partnerships from across the state to bridge the skills gap for individuals 
with disabilities through career development, work incentives planning, paid community-based work experiences, 
and wraparound services. 
 
Supports the Creation of “Accessible Ohio” 
The Accessible Ohio initiative will create the first-ever coordinated effort in Ohio to support Ohio’s cities, counties, 
state agencies, attractions, and venues to be accessible and inclusive. Ohio will lead the way in fostering a sense of 
community and belonging that strengthens the state for all of its citizens as OOD supports Ohio’s public and private 
entities in their endeavors to become accessible and inclusive. 
 
Supports Disability Services Partners 
OOD’s long-standing partnerships will continue to receive funding support to meet the needs of Ohioans with 
disabilities. The proposed budget invests an additional $500,000 annually for the Community Centers for the Deaf 
to increase services for Ohioans who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
 
Creates Penalty Enhancement for Hate Crimes Against Individuals with Disabilities 
Governor DeWine’s proposed budget includes adding an enhanced penalty for hate crimes committed against 
individuals with disabilities (“disabilities” as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act). The enhancement 
would address criminal acts that are motivated by prejudice or intolerance directed at those with disabilities and 
would include crimes of aggravated menacing, menacing, criminal damaging, criminal mischief, or 
telecommunications harassment, an offense of the next higher degree than the original offense committed if the 
victim is an individual with a disability, and the offender targeted the individual based on his or her disability. 
 
Empowers Ohioans with Disabilities  
Governor DeWine’s Executive Budget significantly increases efforts to support Ohioans with disabilities, 
empowering them to find careers, stability, purpose, meaning, connection, and independence. It also continues 
funding for OOD Jobs for Recovery, Ohio Employment First, Ohio Vocational Apprentice Program,  Independent 
Living Services for Older Blind Ohioans Program, and Personal Care Assistance Program. For those individuals who 
are unable to work due to their disability, OOD’s Division of Disability Determination will continue to determine 
medical eligibility for Ohioans with disabilities who apply for Social Security disability benefits. 
 
*For each $1 of state investment, OOD draws down an additional $3.69 in federal vocational rehabilitation grant funds to support 
our efforts in Ohio. 

https://ood.ohio.gov/about-us/programs-and-partnerships/ood-jobs-for-recovery
https://ood.ohio.gov/about-us/programs-and-partnerships/employment-first
https://ood.ohio.gov/about-us/programs-and-partnerships/ohio-vocational-apprentice-program
https://ood.ohio.gov/individuals-with-disabilities/services/independent-living-services-for-older-blind-ilob-ohioans
https://ood.ohio.gov/individuals-with-disabilities/services/independent-living-services-for-older-blind-ilob-ohioans
https://ood.ohio.gov/individuals-with-disabilities/services/personal-care-assistance
https://ood.ohio.gov/individuals-with-disabilities/services/disability-determination

