
Ohio Vocational Apprentice Program 

Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) Vocational Apprentice Program supports 
Governor Mike DeWine’s Executive Order 2019-03D, which established Ohio as a Disability 
Inclusion State and a Model Employer of Individuals with Disabilities. Through this program, 
students and adults with disabilities who are eligible for OOD services gain valuable 
work experience, exposure and access to state government employment through paid 
apprenticeships with state agencies. The goal of this program is for apprentices to secure 
permanent employment in state government upon completion of the apprenticeship.

OOD partners with State of Ohio agencies to identify their workforce needs and develops 
apprenticeship opportunities that align with the job and educational goals of OOD-eligible 
participants. OOD assists participants to apply and interview for the apprenticeship and 
complete the onboarding process. OOD will also provide any needed on-the-job supports and 
can be a resource for worksite accessibility consultations and reasonable accommodations.

OOD funds all wages for the apprenticeship, up to $15 per hour, 25 hours per week for a 
maximum of 1,000 hours.

The services described are funded, in part, with federal funds awarded by the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) under the Vocational Rehabilitation (VR), Supported 
Employment Services, and the Independent Living Services for Older Individuals Who are Blind (OIB) programs. For purposes of the VR program, the federal VR grant 
paid 78.7% of the total costs of the program. In federal fiscal year (FFY) 2018, the VR agency received $100,336,097 in federal VR funds. Funds appropriated by the state 
paid 21.3% of the total costs $27,155,767 under the VR program.
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For more information, contact OOD Business Relations Specialist Dennis DeYoung at 
dennis.deyoung@ood.ohio.gov or 614-753-0708

https://governor.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/governor/media/executive-orders/2019-03d
http://www.ood.ohio.gov
http://www.OODWorks.com

